THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022 | 10:30am

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God.
The prelude signals a time for silent prayer and meditation.
PRELUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us come before God in confession.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we
have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy
Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

*HYMN AT THE PROCESSION

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending
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*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
Keep awake. Stay alert. The kingdom of God is near.
We are God’s partners in hope.
The days are surely coming when God will fulfill the promise.
We are God’s partners in hope.
A righteous branch will spring up and will bring forth justice.
We are God’s partners in hope.
Stand up. Raise your hands. Your redemption is drawing near.
We are God’s partners in hope.
As we light the first Advent candle, the candle of hope, may we be partners in hope,
witnesses to the promise that hope is coming in the One born into the world.
Based on Jeremiah 33:14-16 and Luke 21:25-36

Sing Verse 1 of “Hope Is a Candle” as the first candle is lit.
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Words by Richard Leach, music by Rusty Edwards. © 1996 by Selah Publishing Co. Inc.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*THE GREAT LITANY
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the
threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
ISAIAH 2:1-5

FIRST READING

A reading from Isaiah.

T

word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
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Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
HE

2

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 122

GRADUAL PSALM

Sung by the choir.
1

I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."
2
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
4
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.
5
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
7
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
8
For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
I will seek to do you good."
ROMANS 13:11-14

SECOND READING

A reading from Romans.

B

this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became
believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day,
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
ESIDES

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*SEQUENCE

Sing verse 4.

HYMN 259

Come, Lord, our Savior, Jesus Christ;
Our hearts are open wide in trust.
O show us now your lovely grace,
Upon our sorrows shine your face,
And let your Holy Spirit guide
Our journey in your grace so wide.
We praise your holy name,
From age to age the same!
*GOSPEL

MATTHEW 24:36-44

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

J

said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the
flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together;
one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house
had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
ESUS

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

PASTOR PEDERSON
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*HYMN OF THE DAY

Wake, awake for night is flying
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*THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each intercession:

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

PUER NOBIS

All praise to you, eternal Son,
Whose advent has our freedom won,
Whom with the Father we adore,
And Holy Spirit, evermore.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should . . . the pastor concludes the Preface . . .
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table.
Feast at the banquet of hope and love.
Receiving Communion

All who have been baptized, believe in Jesus as Lord, and in his real presence in this holy sacrament are invited to
commune. Gluten-free Hosts are available if requested.
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LAMB OF GOD

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION

Anthem

E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
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MANZ

SENDING
*BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*HYMN AT THE PROCESSION

Rejoice, all ye believers
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace for Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS003253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Advent Liturgy from The Uncluttered Heart by Beth A. Richardson. Copyright © 2009 by Upper Room Books. Used by
permission.

Worship Leaders Today
Celebrant & Preacher
Organist
Worship Assistant
Reader
Acolytes
Communion Assistant
Ushers
Counters

The Rev. Dr. Duane C. Pederson
Cantor Nathan K. Lively
Kathy Caraballo
Charlene Pederson
Addison Bartlett, Vivian Torre
Charlene Pederson
Eric Lane
Diane Egley, Cheryl & Joe Milukas,
Michele Taylor, Astrid Olsen
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Altar Committee
Little Free Pantry

Pam Bartlett, Cathy Mahler
Cathy Mahler

Coffee/Fellowship Time
Our thanks to Karen & Sue Brandt for hosting the fellowship time following worship today in
the Welcome Room. This time of hospitality is important as we connect with one another
over coffee and treats. The Welcome Room is located directly beneath the sanctuary.

Dates to Remember
November
Nov 28: Decorate church - 4:30pm
Advent Night - 5:00-7:00 pm
December
Dec 5: Lucia procession following 10:30 am service
Dec 5: Holiday Concert - 5:00 pm
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Worship
5:00 pm - Family Oriented
8:30 pm - Traditional Candlelight
Dec 25: Single 9:30 am Worship
Little Free Pantry - Immediate Need
The LFP is in need of non-food item whenever it is convenient for you to donate to the
church. Or, if more convenient, order supplies online and ship them to church.
Shampoo/conditioner, bar soap, body wash, feminine products, toothpaste, brushes and
dental floss. Toilet paper, diapers, dish soap, laundry soap, paper towels toilet paper
Volunteer: Help to maintain the Little Free Pantry – clean, organize, and restock. To
volunteer, click here or contact Janet Segerdell - janet.segerdell@gmail.com.
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