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 ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
 
The celebration of All Saints' has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church.  It 
began as a commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become 
a day when we honor and remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant, 
as well as the faithful saints of the present who serve Jesus Christ.  Martin Luther held that all 
Christians are simultaneously sinner and saint – a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but 
a saint because of salvation in Jesus. 
 

Today, by reading their names and by ringing a bell and lighting a candle for each, we 
remember those of our congregation who have died since last All Saints’ Sunday.  Afterward, 
there will be an opportunity for anyone in the congregation to come forward to light a candle 
in memory of someone dear to them.  This will proceed spontaneously and at will; there will 
be no ushers directing you. 
 

Following the lighting of the candles, we proclaim the message of hope and life eternal through 
Jesus Christ.  May all the saints, past and present, endure forever in God's grace! 
 

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God. 
 

The p r e lude  s i gna l s  a  t ime  o f  s i l en t  p ray er  and  r e f l e c t i on .  

PRELUDE  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME 
 

REMEMBERING 
 
We s tand .  

DECLARATION OF COMFORT AND HOPE   
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the 
God of all consolation. God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others 
in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  We were buried 
therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we, too, might live a new life.  For if we have been united with 
him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
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HYMN AT THE PROCESSION                                Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones                           
  

1 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
Bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
Raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
Virtues, archangels, angels' choirs, 

Refrain: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

2 O higher than the cherubim, 
More glorious than the seraphim, 
Lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of the eternal Word, 
Most gracious, magnify the Lord, [Refrain] 

3 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
Ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
All saints triumphant, raise the song, [Refrain] 

4 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
Supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, Three in One, [Refrain]

HONORING AND REMEMBERING 

 

Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church who have died since last All Saints' Sunday. 
 

Eleanor bocuzzo 
Helen gleckler 
Fred joermann 
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LIGHTING CANDLES OF REMEMBRANCE           For All the Saints      
 

During the lighting of candles, we sing “For All the Saints.” 
Come forward at any time to light a candle in honor and remembrance of a family member or friend. 

Children are encouraged to participate.  
 

1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy Name, O Jesus, be for ever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress and their might; 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in their well-fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

3 O may thy soldiers, faithful, true and bold, 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
And win, with them, the victor's crown of gold. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

4 O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

5 And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

7 But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of Glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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8 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion through the 
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Grant us grace to follow your blessed 
saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have 
prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

  

WORD  
 

The assembly faces the center aisle to welcome Christ in the Gospel. 

 
GOSPEL MARK 12:28-34
  

       The gospel according to St. Mark. 
       Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

NE of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, 
and seeing that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 

Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’ 31The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” 32Then the scribe said to him, “You are 
right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no 
other’; 33and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more 
important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34When Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After 
that no one dared to ask him any question. 

 

The gospel of the Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ. 

O 
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We s i t .  

SERMON  PR. GRORUD 
 
We s tand .  

HYMN OF THE DAY                        Behold the host  HYMN 425 
 

APOSTLES ’  CREED  
 

 believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
We kne e l  o r  s i t .  

PRAYER S OF  INTE RCE SS I ON  
Each intercession ends with these words: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

We s tand .  

PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

I 
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We s i t . .  

MEAL  
 

OFFER ING  
We offer our tithes and gifts to the Lord.  

 

OFFERT ORY  HYM N                                                          DARWALL’S 148     
 

1 Ye holy angels bright, 
who wait at God's right hand, 
or through the realms of light 
fly at your Lord's command, 
assist our song, 
for else the theme 
too high doth seem 
for mortal tongue. 
 

2 Ye blessèd souls at rest, 
who ran this earthly race, 
and now, from sin released, 
behold the Saviour's face, 
his praises sound, 
as in his sight 
with sweet delight 
ye do abound. 
 

3 Ye saints, who toil below, 
adore your heavenly King, 
and onward as ye go 
some joyful anthem sing; 
take what he gives 
and praise him still, 
through good and ill, 
who ever lives. 
 

4 My soul, bear thou thy part, 
triumph in God above, 
and with a well-tuned heart 
sing thou the songs of love; 
let all thy days 
till life shall end, 
whate'er he send, 
be filled with praise.

We s tand .  

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION  We Give Thee but Thine Own     
  

We give thee but thine own,  
Whate’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone,  
A trust, O Lord, from thee. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



8 
 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING                      
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
       Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
All baptized who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal 
life, are welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free hosts are available upon request. 

 
 

We s i t .  

LAMB OF G OD
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We s i t .  

 MUSI C AT  T HE D IST RIBU TION  
HYMN  Lo, round the throne  

 
1. Lo, round the throne, a glorious band, 
the saints in countless myriads stand, 
of every tongue redeemed to God, 
arrayed in garments washed in blood. 
 

2.Through tribulation great they came; 
they bore the cross, despised the shame; 
from all their labors now they rest, 
in God’s eternal glory blest. 
 

3.They see their Savior face to face, 
and sing the triumphs of his grace; 
him day and night they ceaseless praise, 
to him the loud thanksgiving raise: 
 

4.‘Worthy the Lamb, for sinners slain, 
through endless years to live and reign; 
thou hast redeemed us by thy blood, 
and made us kings and priests to God.’ 
 

5.O may we tread the sacred road 
that saints and holy martyrs trod; 
wage to the end the glorious strife, 
and win, like them, a crown of life. 

 

 
 
 
 

Lo, round the throne, a glorious band   AMNS 303   Melody: Deus Tuorum Militum (Grenoble)  L.M. 

 
 

Lo, round the throne, a glorious band, 

the saints in countless myriads stand, 

of every tongue redeemed to God, 

arrayed in garments washed in blood. 

 

Through tribulation great they came; 

they bore the cross, despised the shame; 

from all their labours now they rest, 

in God’s eternal glory blest. 

 

They see their Saviour face to face, 

and sing the triumphs of his grace; 

him day and night they ceaseless praise, 

to him the loud thanksgiving raise: 

 

‘Worthy the Lamb, for sinners slain, 

through endless years to live and reign; 

thou hast redeemed us by thy blood, 

and made us kings and priests to God.’ 

 

O may we tread the sacred road 

that saints and holy martyrs trod; 

wage to the end the glorious strife, 

and win, like them, a crown of life. 

 

Words: Rowland Hill (1744-1833) and others 

Music: Melody from Grenoble Antiphoner, 1753 
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We s tand .  

SENDING 
 

POST- COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have received the sacrament  
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled  
with the power of his endless life, both now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
    The Lord bless you and keep you.  
    The Lord's face shine on you and be gracious to you.   
    The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
    Amen. 

YMN                         Rejo i c e  in  G od ’ s  Sa in t s
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DISMISSAL 
 

     Go in peace.  Christ is risen!    
     Thanks be to God! 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY  

Coffee/Fellowship Time 
Our thanks to Camilla & Michael Medeiros for hosting fellowship time following worship in 
the Welcome Room. Come enjoy the refreshments and one another’s company.   
  

Worship Leaders Today 
 

 

Celebrant & Preacher       The Rev. Mark A. Grorud 
                   Organist       Cantor Nathan K. Lively-Lively 
     Worship Assistant       Michele Effren 
 Acolytes      Charlotte Dianis, Liz Ylitalo 

                       Communion Assistants       Leslie Arvelo 
    Usher       Eric Lane 

 Counters       Diane Egley, Cheryl & Joe Milukas,  
and Shirley Schulz 

         Altar Committee      Pam Bartlett, Cathy Mahler 
        Little Free Pantry      Gary Olson 

 

Altar flowers today are given in memory of Helen Gleckler  
by her daughter, Barbara Gleckler. 

 
Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS003253.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

St. Martin’s Mass, David Bednall, Oxford Music Press 

Lord’s Prayer, Traditional Afrikaan’s, arr. Marnus Lively-Greyling 
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WE E K L Y  CA L E N D A R  
 

Tuesday, November 5 
Sneak Peek Bible Study - 7:00 pm via Zoom 

Wednesday, November 6  
Confirmation - 4:30 pm Sweden Room  
Handbells - 6:00 pm Reformation Room 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Choir Room 

Sunday, November 10  
Worship - 8:30 & 10:30 am 
Youth Pancake Breakfast - 9:30 am 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
All are welcome!  We share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others. 

 

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

The Congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church Stamford CT is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Munsee Lenape, Schaghticoke, Mohican, and Wappinger peoples.  We give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial and wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to 
call this land their home. 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD . . .  

 

November 3        All Saints Requiem Concert - 5:00 pm 
November 10      Stewardship Sunday  
                            Youth Pancake Breakfast 9:30 am 
November 14      OWLS Thanksgiving Lunch 
November 17      9:30 am Single Worship - Bishop Pipho 
                            Evensong - 5:00 pm 
November 24      9:30 am Single Worship  
December 1        10:30 am Advent Lessons & Carols 
                           4:00 pm Decorate Church | 5:00 pm Advent Night - Welcome Room 
December 8        Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols - 5:00 pm 
December 15      Santa Lucia Procession 
December 24      Family Christmas Eve Worship - 5:00 pm  
                           8:30 pm Prelude & 9pm Candlelight Service 
December 29      9:30 am Single Service  
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