
 
 

B A P T I S M  O F  O U R  L O R D  
January 12, 2025 |  10:30am                                                                        

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God. 
 

The prelude s ignal s  a  t ime of  s i l en t prayer  and r e f l ec t ion .  
PRELUDE   
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 

We stand. 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism. 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Holy Name.  
Amen. 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life.  
Amen. 
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HYMN AT THE PROCESSIONBright and glor ious i s  the sky  HYMN 301 

 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus, Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
KYRIE AND GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him 
as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your 
service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 
We s i t .  

WORD  
 

FIRST READING  ISAIAH 43:1-7 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

UT now thus says the Lord, 
 he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
 Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

  I have called you by name, you are mine. 

 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
  and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

B 
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 when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
  and the flame shall not consume you. 

 3 For I am the Lord your God, 
  the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
 I give Egypt as your ransom, 
  Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

 4 Because you are precious in my sight, 
  and honored, and I love you, 
 I give people in return for you, 
  nations in exchange for your life. 

 5 Do not fear, for I am with you; 
  I will bring your offspring from the east, 
  and from the west I will gather you; 

 6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
  and to the south, “Do not withhold; 
 bring my sons from far away 
  and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

 7 everyone who is called by my name, 
  whom I created for my glory, 
  whom I formed and made.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL PSALM  PSALM 29 
Sung by the congregation to POTSDAM.  

 
1 Ascribe to God, you gods, 
Ascribe glory and might; 
Ascribe the glory due his Name, 
Worship in holy light. 
 
2 God’s voice is on the deep, 
His thunder rolls on high; 
The Lord is on the water-flood, 
God’s voice a mighty cry. 
 
 

3 God’s voice breaks mighty trees, 
Tall cedars of great worth; 
They writhe and leap like  

mountain sheep, 
God’s voice shakes all the earth. 
 
4 God’s voice splits flames of fire, 
God’s voice shakes desert sands; 
God’s voice makes oak trees  

shake and stips 
The leaves from forest stands. 
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5 Within God’s temple all 
Cry “Glory!” and adore; 
The Lord sits throned above the flood 
As King for evermore. 

 
6 The Lord will give his strength 
To all his own, nor cease 
To give his people evermore 
The blessing of his peace.

 

 
 
SECOND READING   ACTS 8:14-17
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

OW when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and 

prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the 
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of 

the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
We stand. 
SEQUENCE                       Sing verse 3.     
 

  

N 
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GOSPEL  LUKE 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

S the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 

hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16 John answered 
all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his 
hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

A 
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  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SEQUENCE  Sing  ver se5 . 
 
We si t .  
SERMON     PASTOR GRORUD 
 
We stand. 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Christ, when for us you were baptized HYMN 304

APOSTLES ’  CREED  
 

 believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

I 
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We kneel or sit. 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession ends with these words: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

We stand. 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
We sit. 
OFFERTORY  
OFFERTORY ANTHEM  I  danced  in  the morn ing  P ICK -UP CHOIR 

 
We stand. 
HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION               MERTON 
 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son 
With the everlasting Spirit while unending ages run!

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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       It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise . . . Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding: 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

OUR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 

All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are 
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available if requested. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

We sit. 
 LAMB OF GOD  

 
MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION  

HYMN Light shone in darkness HYMN 307 
 
We stand. 
 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal, we have 
feasted on your grace.  May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 
people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
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HYMN AT THE PROCESSIONSongs of  thankfu lness and pra ise  HYMN 310 
 
DISMISSAL  
      Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE  
  
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS003253.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

 
 

Worship Leaders Today 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Coffee/Fellowship Time 
Our thanks to J. & Pat Giles for hosting the fellowship time following worship today in the 
Welcome Room. The Welcome Room is located directly beneath the sanctuary. 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrant & Preacher 
     

The Rev. Mark A. Grorud 

                     Organist Cantor Nathan K. Lively-Greyling 
Worship Assistant Pat Fisher 

Reader Michele Effren 
Communion Assistant Michele Effren, Janet Segerdell 

Acolytes  
Usher Eric Lane 

Altar Committee Janet Segerdell 
Counters Lois Coffin, Gary Esposito, Pat Fisher 
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The Little Free Pantry. 
 

 

The pantry is in need of peanut butter, jelly, shampoo, bar soaps, toothpaste, Parmalat 
milk and liquid dish soap (small containers). 
 
To volunteer to maintain the Little Free Pantry – clean, organize, and restock – for the 
period of one week, contact Janet Segerdell - janet.segerdell@gmail.com. 
 
The LFP can always use cash contributions which are used to purchase food at the 
Food Bank for pennies on the dollar. Your contribution will go much further through 
the Food Bank than purchasing at a grocery store. 

  

 
 
WE E K L Y CA L E N D A R  
 
Tuesday, January 14  
Choristers - 5:15 pm Choir Room  
Sneak Peek Bible Study - 7:00 pm via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, January 15 
Confirmation Class - 4:30 pm Sweden Room 
Handbells - 6:00 pm 
Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Choir Room  
 
Sunday, January 19  
8:30 am & 10:30 am Worship  
 

 
Sunday, February 2 

Single Worship service - 9:30 am 
Annual Meeting - Following Worship 
Evensong - 5:00 pm 
 
 
 
 

mailto:janet.segerdell@gmail.com
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The Annual Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church will be held Sunday, February 2 in the 
Sanctuary following a single 9:30 am service of worship. All voting members of St. John’s 
are encouraged to be present to ensure a quorum to elect leaders and approve a budget.  
 
 

 
Worship Leaders & Acolytes Needed 
 

We are in need of worship leaders in all areas; reader, worship 
assistant, communion assistant, and fellowship hour volunteers. 

Over the upcoming weeks, there are many empty spots to fill. Please look at where you can 
help out and sign up online or contact the office. Thank you. 
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