
 
 

T H E  S I X T H  S U N D A Y  O F  E A S T E R  
May 25, 2025 |  9:30am                                                                        

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God. 
 

PRELUDE     
  

We stand.  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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HYMN AT THE PROCESSION  Christ is risen HYMN 382 
 
GREETING  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus, Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from 
your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may 
love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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We si t .  

WORD 
 

FIRST READING  ACTS 16:9-15 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

URING  the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia 
pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help 

us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 
them. 

  11 We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 

day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the 
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered 

there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she 
was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart 

to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were 
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL PSALM Sung to the tune of TRURO PSALM 67 
 

1. May God be merciful to us, 
Bless us, shine on us from above; 
Let all earth’s people know your ways, 
All nations know your saving love. 
 

2. Let all the nations praise you, Lord, 
Let them praise you, be glad, and sing; 
You judge with equity all lands 
And rule the nations as their king. 

3. Let all the nations praise you, Lord; 
And may the earth yield its increase; 
Then God, our God, will bless our land 
And nations worship him in peace. 

 
  
 

D 
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SECOND READING  REVELATION 21:10, 22—22:5 
A reading from Revelation 
 

 ND in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain 
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 

God. 

  22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings 

of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—and 

there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 

nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination 
or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the 
city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, 
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and 

of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need 
no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
We s tand.  
SEQUENCE PUER NOBIS 

That Easter day with joy was bright;  
the sun shone out with fairer light  
when, to their longing eyes restored,  
the apostles saw their risen Lord! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
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GOSPEL  JOHN 14:23-29 
 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

ESUS answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and 
my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that 
you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

  25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, 

and remind you of all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 

and do not let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am 
coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, 

because the Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you this before it occurs, 
so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

SEQUENCE PUER NOBIS 
All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
To you, once dead, but now alive! 

To God the Father equal praise, 
And God the Spirit, now we raise! 

  

We si t .  
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
SERMON                       PASTOR MCCREIGHT 
 

We stand.  
HYMN OF THE DAY O Spirit of life HYMN 405 
 
NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 
 

J 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

We kneel  or si t  f or  the  prayers .  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
Each intercession ends with these words: 

Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

We stand.  
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
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We si t .   
GREETINGS  
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself for us,  
an offering and sacrifice to God.  

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Come, ye di sconsola te    HYMN 607   
 

We s tand.  
HYMN AT THE  PRESENTATION   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
Praise God, the source of all our gifts!  Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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      It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise . . . Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding: 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting, and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.   
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth 
from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the 
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey.  Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise 
to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out 
on all nations. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are 
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available if requested. 
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We si t .  
LAMB OF GOD

 

 
 
 

MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION  
HYMN Jerusalem, my happy home HYMN 628 
 

We stand.  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us 
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know  
and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION   Immortal, invisible HYMN 832
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE   
  
 

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS003253.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

St. Martin’s Mass, David Bednall, Oxford Music Press 

Lord’s Prayer, Traditional Afrikaan’s, arr. Marnus Lively-Greyling 

 
 

 

Worship Leaders Today 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

Celebrant   The Rev. Martha McCreight 
Organist Cantor Nathan K. Lively-Greyling 

Worship Assistant Michele Effren 
Reader Susan Ylitalo 

Communion Assistant Susan Ylitalo 
Acolytes  

Usher  
Altar Committee Janet Segerdell 

Counters Lois Coffin, Gary Esposito, Pat Fisher 
Little Free Pantry 

Coffee Hour 
Shirley Schulz 
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This week we pray for . . . Pastor Dennis and Carol Albrecht, Andrew, Beryl, Beverly, 
Collette, Diane, Don, Jeanette, Joan, Lee, Marie, Nicolette, Sandra, and Shirley. 
 

 
If you have pastoral needs, please reach out to Pastor Martha by 
email MMcCreight@sjlcstamford.com or on her cell phone (406)565-3592. 
 

 
Synod Assembly: The New England Synod Assembly will be meeting this week May 30-
31st in Worcester, MA. Along with Pastor Martha, Mike and Cathy Mahler will be voting 
representatives for St John's. Please keep the entire assembly in your prayers as they 
conduct the business of the synod. 

 
WE E K L Y  CA L E N D A R  

 

Tuesday, May 27 

7:00 pm Sneak Peak via Zoom 
Wednesday, May 28 

6:00 pm Handbells | 7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal  
Sunday, June 8 

9:30 am Pentecost & Confirmation Sunday 
 

Looking Ahead . . .  
          

June 1 5:00 pm Fourth Annual Pride Evensong 

June 4 6:00 pm Weekly Midweek Worship Begins  Chapel 

June 8 9:30 am Pentecost & Confirmation Sunday 

June 15 3:00 pm Pastor Martha’s Installation Service 

June 19     Movie Night Outside  
6:30 pm Social | 8:30 pm Movie Begins 

June 29      Mass on the Grass 

July 27  Mass on the Grass                                     

August 7 - 11       Choir trip to Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, VA 

August 24     Mass on the Grass & Blessing of Backpacks 

September 7       Rally Sunday 9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am God’s Work Our Hands Service Project 
11:30 am Church Picnic 

September 14      Return to 8:30 & 10:30 am Worship 

mailto:MMcCreight@sjlcstamford.com
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MISSION STATEMENT 
All are welcome!  We share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others. 

 

 

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

The Congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church Stamford CT is located on the original and 
ancestral homelands of the Munsee Lenape, Schaghticoke, Mohican, and Wappinger 
peoples.  We give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial and wish to recognize 
and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 

 
 
Undie Sunday - Underwear and Socks Collection 
We at St. John's are excited to once again join a multi-church drive organized by Saint 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church that will benefit several shelters and organizations in Stamford. 
It’s called, “Undie Sunday.” From now until June 9, we will be collecting donations of new 
underwear and socks in all sizes for men, women, and children. Suggested and accepted 
items include: bras, long johns/thermal underwear, socks (cotton and/or thermal), t-shirts, 
tank tops/undershirts, underwear/briefs/boxers, and feminine hygiene products (e.g., 
tampons, pads). Please note: All items must be new and in their original packaging. 
Donations can be brought to Sunday worship or to the church during office hours, 
Monday-Thursday, 9am to 12 noon. If you have any questions, please contact Michele 
Effren at meffren0703@gmail.com or 203-515-0843. 

 

Mark your calendars for a very special event! St. John's will celebrate the official installation 
of Pastor Martha McCreight on Sunday, June 15, at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary, with Bishop 
Pipho presiding. Immediately after the service, there will be a reception in the Welcome 
Room featuring appetizers and punch. All are welcome!   
 
Assistance is needed to set up and clean the Welcome Room. We also need volunteers to 
bring appetizers or make a donation through St. John’s online giving portal for cake, 
beverages, and decorations that we'll use to make the day extra special!  
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WE NEED YOU! 
  

 

ACOLYTE SIGN-UP 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS, COMMUNION ASSISTANTS, READERS, 
USHERS, COFFEE HOUR, AND LFP SIGN-UP 
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