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Parish Office: 
parishoffice@sjlcstamford.com  
Pastor Martha: 
MMcCreight@sjlcstamford.com 
Cantor Nathan: 
NLivelyGreyling@sjlcstamford.com 
Finance:  
finance@sjlcstamford.com  
 

 

We are delighted to have you with us today! To help 
us keep track of our cherished visitors, we kindly ask 
that you sign the visitor book located in the Narthex. 
This small gesture allows us to connect with you and 
offer any assistance you may need. Additionally, our 
ushers are more than happy to provide guidance and 
answer any questions you might have during 
worship. Whether you're here for the first time or 
returning, we hope you feel welcomed. 
 

Busy bags are in the Narthex for your little ones to 
enjoy. These bags are thoughtfully prepared to 
keep children engaged during the service. 
Additionally, we invite you to explore and make use 
of the Godly Play area at the back of the Nave, 
designed to provide a welcoming and enriching 
environment for our young attendees. We hope 
these resources help create a meaningful and 
enjoyable experience for your family. 
 

 MISSION STATEMENT 
All are welcome!  We share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others. 
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PRELUDE  
     

We stand.  
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION  A hymn of glory HYMN 393 
 
 
 
 



4 
 

GREETING  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
GLORIA 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 
to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

We si t .  

WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON ACTS 1:6-14 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

O when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 

S 
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in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight.10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 
in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went 
to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 
Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of 
Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL PSALM Sung by the choir.   PSALM 68:1-10, 33-36 

Music by Sarah MacDonald and Janet Yieh (contemporary) 
 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 
       let those who hate him flee before him. 
2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 
       as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 
       let them also be merry and joyful. 
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 
  exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 
       YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 
       God in his holy habitation! 
6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; * 
       but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 
       when you marched through the wilderness, 
8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 
       at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 
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       you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
10 Your people found their home in it; * 
       in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 
33 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; * 
       sing praises to the Lord. 
34 He rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; * 
       he sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
35 Ascribe power to God; * 
       his majesty is over Israel; 
       his strength is in the skies. 
36 How wonderful is God in his holy places! * 
       the God of Israel giving strength and power to his people! 
       Blessed be God! 
 

SECOND LESSON I PETER 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
 

A reading from I Peter. 
 

ELOVED, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among 
you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But 
rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be 

glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting 
on you. 6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may 
exalt you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 
8Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 
know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 
10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 

B 
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We stand.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HYMN 168 

 
I will not leave you orphaned, | says the Lord.* I am com- | ing to you. 

 
GOSPEL  JOHN 17:1-11 
 

The holy gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
FTER Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life 

to all whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by 
finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own 
presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
6”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 
that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 
have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 
11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 
may be one, as we are one. 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

We si t .  
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 

SERMON                       PASTOR MARTHA MCCREIGHT 
 

A 
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We stand.  
HYMN OF THE DAY Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus HYMN 392 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM                                       ELW 234 
 

We kneel  or si t  f or  the  prayers .  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Each intercession ends with these words: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

 

We stand.  
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We si t .  

MEAL 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  Tomorrow shal l  be  my dancing day  SHEPHERD (contemporary)
      

We stand.  
HYMN AT THE  PRESENTATION   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow;  
praise Him, all creatures here below:  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!   
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!   
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!   

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
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Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding: 
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting, and your 
faithfulness endures from age to age.   
 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth 
from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the 
sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk 
and honey.  Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise 
to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out 
on all nations. 

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With all your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with 
sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are 
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available if requested. 
 

We si t .  
LAMB OF GOD  
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION  
ANTHEM Be st i l l ,  for the presence  of  the Lord  HUGHES 
HYMN Spiri t  of  God  HYMN 800 
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We stand.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection, you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.  
Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 
glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
 

May our glorious God  
grant you a spirit of wisdom to know  
and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, Father, ☩ Son,  
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HYMN AT THE PROCESSION   Go, my children HYMN 543
DISMISSAL  
 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE    
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS003253.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

St. Helen’s Service, Joanna Forbes-L’Estrange;  

Lord’s Prayer: text by Keith Landis (b. 1980); music by K. Landis, harm.  by John Rutter

 

Worship Leaders Today 
Celebrant   The Rev. Martha McCreight 
Organist Cantor Nathan Lively-Greyling 

Worship Assistant Michele Effren 
Reader Jennifer Leffers 

Communion Assistant Jennifer Leffers, Susan Ylitalo 
Acolytes Sam Leffers 
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W E E K L Y  C A L E N D A R  

Monday 
     6:00 pm Handbells - Reformation Room 

 7:00 pm Choir - Choir Room 

   Tuesday 
     7:00 pm Sneak Peek Bible Study  

Wednesday 
    12:00 pm Weekly Eucharist in the Chapel 
    

U P C O M IN G  E VE N T S   
 

MAY 
24     Pentecost Sunday | Worship at 8:30 and 10:30 
31 Holy Trinity Sunday| Worship at 8:30 and 10:30 
  
JUNE 
4-6 Synod Assembly - Worcester, MA 
6 5pm Pride Eucharist (Live-streamed and in-person worship) 
7       9:30 Mass on the Grass - 9:30am Summer Worship begins (No live-stream option 

this Sunday.) 
20 Swedish Midsummer Day  

 

 
Altar Flowers Today 

 

Andrea Budner has graciously provided the flowers for today’s worship in loving memory 
of her mother, Anne Budner; her grandmother, Sophie Vojt; and her uncles, John and 
Mike, on the occasion of their birthdays. 

We also extend our best wishes and prayers to our confirmand, Aiden Bartlett, as he marks 
this special day in his faith journey. 

Usher Eric Lane 
Altar Committee Janet Segerdell 

Counters Lois Coffin, Gary Esposito, Pat Fisher 
Little Free Pantry Shirley Schulz 
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ACOLYTE SIGN-UP 
 
 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS, COMMUNION ASSISTANTS, READERS, USHERS, 
COFFEE HOUR, AND LFP SIGN-UP 

 

 

 
 

 
Beryl, Charlotte, Diane, Robert, Valerie, Gary, Pr Harv Weitzel, 
Trish, Pam, Joe, Robert, Henry, Paul, Charlotte, Paul, Becky, 
Margaret, Jack, Cat, Roberta 
 

 

If  you have someone to add to the prayer list, please email the parish office.   
Contact Pr Martha for pastoral needs at 406-565-3592. 
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