St. John's Lutheran Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
January 29,2023 | 10:30am

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God.

The prelude signals a time of silent prayer and reflection.
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Holy Name.

Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life.

Amen.



*HYMN AT THE PROCESSION Where Cross the Crowded HYMN 719

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus, Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
*KYRIE AND GLORIA
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
n A . —
P A I | |

- e ——— i I

% o | E——
o

Lord God, heav-en-ly King,al-might-y God and Fa - ther,
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we wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: Te -ceive our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and

the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in
striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING MICAH 6:1-8

A reading from Micah.

EAR what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.
*Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

*“O my people, what have I done to you?
In what have I wearied you? Answer mel!
‘For I brought you up from the land of Egypt,
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and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Mitiam.
°O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

With what shall I come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

"Will the Lotd be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

*He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL PSALM NUNC DIMITTIS: SONG OF SIMEON
Sung by the choir.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the gentiles,

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,

and to the Holy Ghost:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

World without end.

Amen.



SECOND READING I CORINTHIANS 1:18-31

A reading from Corinthians.

HE message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God. ""For it is written,
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
*Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age?
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. *For Jews demand signs
and Greeks desire wisdom, *’but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *For God’s foolishness is
wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
*Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by

human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. *But God
chose what is foolish in the wotld to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
wortld to shame the strong; *God chose what is low and despised in the world, things
that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, *’so that no one might boast in the
presence of God. *He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *'in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*SEQUENCE Sing verse 1.
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1 The Son of God, our Christ, the Word, the Way,
2 In ev - 'ty test, n tri - als man - 1 - fold,
3 To - day, as then, Christ sum - mons  us to dare
4 In cit -y street, 1In town, or on the soil,
5 Wher - e’er  we find our wit - ness should be made,
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shared hu - man life and toiled through-out  the day;
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these ser - vants wit - nessed, by their faith made  bold;
to fol - low bold - ly and his work  to share,
may  each serve Christ in faith - ful dai - ly toil,
what - e’er our task, be thou, 0] Christ, our aid,
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from com - mon folk he called the twelve to be
and with  the gifts and tal - ents which they brought
to help and heal the sick, the blind, the lame,
and in  each thought and kind - ly word and deed,
that we may glad - ly give for thee our best
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co - work - ers in his sa - cred min - is - try.
the church was found - ed and God’s mes - sage taught.
de - clar - ing to the world his ho - ly name.
o - bey Christ’s call and go where he  shall lead.
and find each task di - vine - ly sent and blest.

*GOSPEL MATTHEW 5:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘ ) : JHEN Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat

down, his disciples came to him. *Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:
*Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
*“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
““Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.
"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
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*“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

""“Blessed ate those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

"“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. *Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before

2

you.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*SEQUENCE Sing verse5.
SERMON PASTOR PEDERSON
*HYMN OF THE DAY Rise Up, O Saitnts of God HYMN 669
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The  king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries iIn pain;
5 Com - mit your hearts to seek the paths which Christ has  trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with

as
e -

heirs of God’s bap - tis- mal grace, the
dress sin’s cru - el

con - se-quence; give

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with

and,

quick-ened by

the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise

no - bler zeal might burn.
word of hope pro-claim.
jus - tice larg - er place.
love the weak sus - tain.
up, O saints of God!



*¥APOSTLES’ CREED

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

FEach intercession ends with these words:
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

*PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM The Beatitudes

*HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION

NANCY WERTSCH

LIEBSTER JESU

Glorious Lord, Yourself impart! Light of light, from God proceeding,
Open now our ears and heart, Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading;
Hear the cry that we are raising; Hear, and bless our prayers and praising.
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¥GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise . . . Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding:
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na est.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

ur Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
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LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world, have
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION
ANTHEM Offertory NESS-BECK

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the
body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the
world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many
peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING
*BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*HYMN AT THE PROCESSION Let Streams of Living Justice HYMN 710
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace to show the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God!

VOLUNTARY

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS003253. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Worship Leaders

Celebrant & Preacher  The Rev. Dt. Duane C. Pederson
Organist  Cantor Nathan K. Lively
Worship Assistant  Pat Fisher
Reader Max Leffers
Communion Assistant  Jen Leffers, Teresa Moses
Acolytes  Gus Leffers, Vivian Torre
Usher  Eric Lane
Altar Committee  Janet Segerdell
Counters  Tim Brumbaugh, J. Geils, Janet Halpin
Little Free Pantry ~ Eric Lane

Coffee/Fellowship Time

Our thanks Greta Schneider for hosting the fellowship time following worship today.

Dates to Remembet

January 30 7:00 pm Sneak Peek Bible Study
February 5 9:30 am Single Worship

10:30 am The Annual Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church will be held
Sunday, February 5, following a single 9:30 am service of worship. All voting
members are encouraged to attend to elect leaders, approve a budget, hear
reports, and update the constitution/bylaws.

February 5 5:00 pm Evensong
February 7 7:00 pm Adult Forum
February 22 Ash Wednesday | Ashes-to-Go 7:00 am & 5:00 pm | 7:00 pm Worship
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Little Free Pantry — Immediate Need

The LFP is in need of non-food item whenever it is convenient for you to donate to the
church. Or, if more convenient, order supplies online and ship them to church.
Shampoo/conditionet, bar soap, body wash, feminine products, toothpaste and dental
floss. Toilet paper, diapers, dish soap, laundry soap, paper towels toilet paper

Volunteer: Help to maintain the Little Free Pantry — clean, organize, and restock. To
volunteert, click here or contact Janet Segerdell - janet.segerdell@gmail.com.

Chapel Chairs

If you’ve noticed, there are 12 new
chairs in the Chapel. We need 44
more to replace the old chairs with
the new, sturdier, and comfortable
chairs.

We are close to having the funds
needed to make this final purchase
~ but need to raise just over $2,000.

You can help by purchasing a chair(s)
for $213/each. Please designate your
gift for “Chapel Chairs”. Smaller gifts
are also welcome.
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https://stjohnelca.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3aab0cc0254630589a9e345a&id=fa293f7508&e=3fc482151b
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: ! Sunday, February 5, 2023 | 5pm

Clll@fulb &W‘g St. John’s Lutheran Church, Stamford

Density of Light | SARAH QUARTEL
Post-Evensong Recital by Marnus Greylii St. Albans Service | CECILIAMCDOWALL

Festive reception following Responses | W. SMITH
Psalm 84 | CHANT BY JANET YIEH
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