
 
 

T H E  F I R S T  S U N D A Y  I N  L E N T  
March 9, 2025 | 10:30am                                                                        

Welcome to St. John’s. We invite you to join us as an active participant in the worship of God. 
 

The prelude signals a time of silent prayer and reflection.  

PRELUDE   
  

We stand. 

THE GRE AT L ITANY        HYMN 238 
 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE  DAY  
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the 
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through 
the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

We sit. 
WORD 
 

FIR ST  RE ADING  DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11 
 

A reading from Deuteronomy.  
 

HEN  you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you 

as an inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall 
take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from W 
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the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go 

to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You 
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to 
the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our 

ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it 

down before the altar of the Lord your God, 5 you shall make this response before 
the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into 
Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation, 

mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by 

imposing hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; 
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 

oppression. 8 The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and 

wonders; 9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with 

milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, 
have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down 

before the Lord your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who 
reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has 
given to you and to your house. 
 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUA L P SA LM  PSALM 91: 1-2, 9-16 
Sung by the choir. Music by Janet Yieh (b. 1992)

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; 
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, * 
       abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 He shall say to the Lord, 
  “You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 
       my God in whom I put my trust.” 
9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * 
       and the Most High your habitation, 
10 There shall no evil happen to you, * 
       neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 
11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 
       to keep you in all your ways. 
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12 They shall bear you in their hands, * 
       lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * 
       you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 
                              under your feet. 
14 Because he is bound to me in love, 
     therefore will I deliver him; * 
       I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
       I am with him in trouble; 
       I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
       and show him my salvation. 

 

SECOND  READ ING  ROMANS 10:8-13 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

HE word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your 
lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 

confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and 

Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. SEQUENCE                          SING VERSE 1 HYMN 315  

  

T 
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GOSPE L  LUKE 4:1-13 
 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 

ESUS, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in 

the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 

at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. 3 The devil 
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 

bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 

  5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 

world. 6 And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; 

for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will 
worship me, it will all be yours.”  
8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 

  9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from 

J 
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here, 10 for it is written, 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

  to protect you,’11 and 
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’ ” 13 When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SEQUE NCE                           SING VERSE 2 
 

We sit. 

CHI LDRE N ’S SERM ON  
 
SERM ON     THE REV

D
 MARTHA MCCREIGHT 

 

We stand.  

 HYMN OF T HE DAY  O love, how deep  DEUS TOURUM MILITUM  

 



APOSTLE S ’  CREE D  
 

 believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

We kneel or sit. 
PRAYER S OF  INTE RCE SS I ON  

Lord, hear us. 
Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We stand. 
PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

We sit. 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFER ING  
 

OFFERT ORY  
 

We offer our tithes and gifts to the Lord.  
Children may bring their gifts to the receptacle on the chancel steps next to the pulpit. 

OFFERT ORY  ANT HEM  Lead us, heavenly father HIGGINSON  (contemporary)
 

We stand. 

HYMN AT  THE PRE SENTAT ION  CREATE IN ME HYMN 188 



 

 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVI NG  

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise . . . Here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding: 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy and gracious Father:  
In your infinite love you made us for yourself;  
and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son,  
to share our human nature,  
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.   
He stretched out his arms upon the cross,  
and offered himself,in obedience to your will,  
a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  
 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death,  
his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
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INVITAT ION T O COMMU NION  
The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are 
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.  
 

We sit. 

 LAMB O F GO D  

 
  
 

MUSI C AT  T HE DI STR IBUT ION  
ANTHEM       Miserere mei: Have mercy on me, O God, and blot out my offenses. LOTTI 
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We stand. 

POSTCOMMU NI ON P RAYE R  
 

Let us pray. 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 

SENDING  
 

BLE SS ING  
 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son,  
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

HYMN AT  THE PR OCE SSI ON       A mighty fortress HYMN 505
 

DISMI SSA L  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS003253.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 
Service Music: St. Martin’s Mass, David Bednall, Oxford University Press 
Lord’s Prayer: traditional Afrikaans, translated and arranged by Marnus Lively-Greyling 
 
 

            Celebrant & Preacher   The Revd Martha McCreight 
       Organist Cantor Nathan Lively-Greyling 

 Worship Assistant Pat Fisher 
         Reader Jen Leffers 

        Communion Assistants Jen Leffers, Michele Taylor 
       Acolytes Max Leffers 
           Usher Eric Lane, Sam Leffers 

Altar Committee Pam Bartlett & Cathy Mahler 
            Counters Cheryl & Joe Milukas, Michele Taylor, Shirley Schulz 

                 Little Free Pantry    Cathy & Mike Mahler 
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Thanks to Camilla & Mike Medeiros for hosting today’s coffee hour. Join us for a time of 
fellowship in the Welcome Room following this morning’s worship.  
 

 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday, March 11 
    Choristers - 5:15 pm Choir Room  | Sneak Peek Bible Study - 7:00 pm 
Wednesday, March 12 
    Lenten Organ Meditations - 12:15 pm | Choir Rehearsal - 7:00 pm Choir Room 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, March 16 
   8:30 and 10:30 am Worship 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders & Acolytes Needed 
We are in need of worship leaders in all areas; reader, worship 
assistant, communion assistant, and fellowship hour volunteers. Over 
the upcoming weeks, there are many empty spots to fill. Please look 
at where you can help out and sign up. Thank you. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
All are welcome!  We share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others. 

 
 
 

 

INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

The Congregation of St. John’s Lutheran Church Stamford CT is located on the original and 
ancestral homelands of the Munsee Lenape, Schaghticoke, Mohican, and Wappinger 
peoples.  We give thanks for their presence here since time immemorial and wish to recognize 
and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home. 
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