ST. JOHN’'S LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUMMER
WORSHIP

A season of rest, renewal, and praise

Sundays at 9:30 AM
Holy Eucharist
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ST.JOHN’S st
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LU T H E R A N MMcCreight@sjlcstamford.com

Cantor Nathan:
C H U R C H NLivelyGreyling@sjlcstamford.com

Finance:
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0 384 Newfield Ave., Stamford, CT

We are delighted to have you with us today! To help
us keep track of our cherished visitors, we kindly ask
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answer any questions you might have during z Tt 55
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worship. Whether you're here for the first time or

returning, we hope you feel welcomed.

Busy bags are in the Narthex for your little ones to
enjoy. These bags are thoughtfully prepared to
keep children engaged during the service.
Additionally, we invite you to explore and make use
of the Godly Play area at the back of the Nave,
designed to provide a welcoming and enriching
environment for our young attendees. We hope
these resources help create a meaningful and
enjoyable experience for your family.

IUSSION JTATEMENT

All are welcome! We share Christ’s love, grow in faith, and serve others.
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PRELUDE

We stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the " Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

We kneel or stand.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of

the Father, and of the F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. . ..

We sit.
WORD

FIRST LESSON FOUND IN THE INSERT

PSALM Said responsively by verse. FOUND IN THE INSERT

SECOND LESSON FOUND IN THE INSERT

We stand.
GOSPEL FOUND IN THE INSERT

We sit.
SERMON



We stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY FOUND IN THE INSERT

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.* *Qr, He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

We kneel or sit for the prayers.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each intercession ends with these words:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

We stand.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We sit.
GREETINGS



MEAL

OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Sung by the St. John’s Summer Choir

We stand.

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN

We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;

all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

All who believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine, forgiving sin and promising eternal life, are
welcome to the Table of the Lord. Gluten-free wafers are available if requested.
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MUSIC AT THE DISTRIBUTION
HYMN

We stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.

FOUND IN INSERT

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen
us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, & Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen.
HYMN AT THE PROCESSION

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

FOUND IN INSERT

SEPTEMBER 13
Rally Sunday
Return to 2 services
5:00pm Evensong
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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 5| 9:30am

Hymn of the Day: Day by Day ELW 790
Communion Hymn: Light Dawns on a Weary World ELW 726
Closing Hymn: What a Friend We Have in Jesus ELW 742

FIRST READING

A reading from Zechariah

ejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!
RShout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!
Lo, your king comes to you;

triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall command peace to the nations;
his dominion shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today I declare that I will restore to you double.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 145:8-15

8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.

9 The Lord is loving to everyone *

and his compassion is over all his works.

10 All your works praise you, O Lord, *

and your faithful servants bless you.

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom *
and speak of your power;

12 That the peoples may know of your power *
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
your dominion endures throughout all ages.

14 The Lotd is faithful in all his words *

and merciful in all his deeds.

15 The Lotd upholds all those who fall; *

he lifts up those who are bowed down.

Z.echariah 9:9-12



SECOND READING Romans 7:15-25a
A reading from Romans

what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells

within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not
want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of
God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

The holy gospel according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

and calling to one another,

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance;
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating and
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is
vindicated by her deeds.”
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.
All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ



Worship Leaders Today

Celebrant The Rev Martha McCreight
Organist  Jan Lucie
Worship Assistant Cheryl Milukas
Reader Cheryl Milukas
Communion Assistant Eric Lane, Marie Sweglar
Usher
Altar Committee  Sheila Koch
Counters Cheryl & Joe Milukas, Michele Taylor, Shirley Schulz
Fellowship Time Kathy Caraballo, Lois Coffin, Janet Segerdell
Little Free Pantry Cathy & Mike Mahler

Altar flowers given this week by Andrea Budner - Happy Birthday America Celebrating 250 years
God Bless Us All

WEEKLY CALENDAR UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, July 8 Sunday, July 12
12:00 noon Weekly Eucharist - Chapel 9:30 am Summer Worship
Wednesday, July 15

12:00 noon Weekly Eucharist - Chapel

DAY Undie Sunday Underwear and Socks Collection - Deadline Extended to July 13

We at St. John's are excited to again join a multi-church drive organized by Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church that
will benefit several shelters and organizations in Stamford. It’s called, “Undie Sunday.” From now until July 13, we
will collect donations of new underwear and socks of all sizes for men, women, and children. Suggested and
accepted items include: bras, long john/thermal underwear, socks (cotton and/or thermal), t-shirts, tank
tops/undershirts, underweat/briefs/boxers, feminine hygiene products (e.g. tampons, pads). Please note: All items
must be new and in their original packaging. Donations can be brought to Sunday worship or to the church during
office hours Mon-Thurs, 9am-12noon. Any questions, please contact Michele Effren at meffren0703@gmail or
203-515-0843.
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Pacific House
FINDING THE WAY HOME

Sunday, July 12 is the next cooking/serving date for St. John’s to volunteer at the Pacific House homeless
shelter. We could use your help.

Help prepare a simple meal at the church in the late afternoon, transport the food to Pacific House, and serve the
food to the guests of the shelter. There are clear and specific instructions, and any questions you might have can be
easily answered. Can you please help?

Contact Michele Effren meffren0703@gmail.com if you can volunteer Sunday, July 12. She will fill you in on what
needs to be done if you’ve never served Pacific House before.
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